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Highlights in this newsletter include: 

 Pchum Ben Festival  

 Visit to Kampot 

 Small Group 

 Gatherings with CBI 

 Countryside Moto Trip 

 WEI Internet Studies 
 

We pray that all is well with each of you and the Lord is blessing you richly.  What a special place 
each of you holds in our thoughts, prayers and hearts.  We sing praises to God to serve Him here in 
Cambodia and share how God is busy at work in this lost nation. 

 

During the month of September the Cambodian’s celebrate The Cambodian Pchum Ben Festival, 
“Feeding the Ancestors”.  This is a time when the Khmer people believe spirits of their dead ancestors 
walk the earth and the living can ease their suffering by offering them food to eat.  The Pchum Ben 
Festival is celebrated for fifteen days in the tenth month of the Khmer calendar with the last four days 
as public holidays when most Khmers visit the province where they were born for family reunions.  
The people of Cambodia believe that after death they become ghosts whose earthly actions shape 
their appearance and that they walk the earth at this time.  The living eases their suffering by offering 
them food.  People also make offerings of money, clothing and other items to the monks in the 
temples.  All visitors offer food and drink.  The offerings made are shared by the poor and the disabled 
during Pchum Ben and the donors acquire merit and cancel out past sins.  For the monks, the festival 
represents a special time of reflection, during which they can concentrate on purifying their minds.  
The Buddhist religion is such an integral part of the Khmer culture and the majority of people take this 
festival very seriously even if their beliefs and ideas have changed. 

 
The month of September allowed 
us the opportunity to do a little 
traveling.  Immediately following 
Dennis’ last day of teaching a 4-
week course at CBI (Cambodia 
Bible Institute) we headed to the 
province of Kampot, south of 
Phnom Penh.  We enjoyed some 
rest and relaxation as we visited with old friends and enjoyed 

making new acquaintances.  It was exciting to hear about the work 
and Kingdom growth in this area of Cambodia.  While visiting we also had a chance to take in a few 
caving adventures.  We had a great time exploring with some of the locals and taking in God’s 
amazing creation!  On our return trip home we were blessed with meeting a precious young lady, 



Theary and her family.  Since meeting this sweet young lady she 
has travelled from her village to the city for a surprise visit.  We 
are grateful God has opened the door for us to share His love 
with her and reach out to her.  Please pray for Theary and her 
family as we build a deeper bond and strive to share the Good 
News of Jesus. 
 

Each week we continue to be a part of the Missionary Care 
Group.  This group was designed to bring the long term 
missionaries together to help feed and nurture one another as each us of continue to adjust to the 
many cultural changes.  We are excited to see how this group has joined together in devotionals, 
singing songs of praise, and prayer.  Recently the group decided to engage in some deeper Bible 
studies with the first set of lessons based on the Beatitudes.  All are encouraged by the lessons and 
we are strengthened as we study these scriptures in-depth. 
 

Our time with the students, instructors and all 
those who are a part of the Cambodia Bible 
Institute continues to allow each of us to grow 
closer.  Each month we are scheduling a 
special time of fellowship together.  We meet 
either at the dean of the school’s home or our 
home for a meal, singing, and prayer.  It is 
quite encouraging when neighbors have 
mentioned hearing us sing and asked 
questions about what we are doing.  Our 

prayer is we will be bright lights that shine in the neighborhoods and people see God in us! 
 

Recently, Dennis, Dr. Rick Northen from the Ship of Life, and 
Tawn Lork, teacher and translator at CBI rented some dirt bikes 
and set-off exploring the countryside toward Cambodia’s tallest 
mountain, Phnom Aoral.  One site they visited was a “hot springs” 
which was so warm none ventured a swim.  The guys returned 
muddy and exhausted but claimed they had a wonderful time 
seeing a part of Cambodia few foreigners experience. 
 

Many of you are aware we study with Cambodians on the internet.  
Using the website www.worldenglishinstitute.org we help our 
students learn English using the Bible.  A face-to-face study program is also available to students 
living in Phnom Penh.  These programs continue to build faith in the students.  Stay tuned for next 
month’s report of the effectiveness of these programs. 
 

We are continually amazed how quickly time flies past us.  Our continual study of Khmer language 
drains yet excites us as we make step-by-step progress in our quest to effectively communicate the 
gospel in the heart language of Cambodia.  Please join us in prayer for our 
efforts to join God in growing His mighty Kingdom 
among these precious souls.  We treasure your 
prayers and love! 
 
Eternal love & blessings, 
 
Dennis & Sharon 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
JesusServant4U@yahoo.com 


