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Highlights in this newsletter include: 
 

 Water Festival  

 Leadership Training 

 Travels 

 Countryside Visit 

 Baptisms 

 Thanksgiving 

 Wedding 

 Holidays 
 

We are excited to bring you news and updates for the month of November.  November was filled with 
activity, travel and many blessings.  Our prayer is that you will find this news encouraging and uplifting.  We 
praise God for each of you, for your love, your encouragement, your support and your prayers. 

 

During the first three days of November, Cambodia held its annual Water Festival in the nation's capital, 
Phnom Penh.  The event is the largest annual festival in this Southeast Asian nation, celebrating the end of the 
rainy season, the beginning of the fishing season and also of the changing of directions for the flow of the Tonle 
Sap (tonle = river), a truly unique natural phenomenon.  Due to Mekong flooding, the Tonle Sap is the only 
waterway in the world that flows in opposite directions at different times of the year.  Thousands of Khmers 
descend on Phnom Penh over the three-day period to watch the races and cheer-on their village’s boat as they 
do battle in highly competitive races.  Large crowds fill the streets of the city, which then explode with 
excitement!  With the city filled to full capacity at this time, we decided it was a perfect opportunity to get away! 

 

Since our return from furlough we have been staying extremely 
active with our ongoing language studies, attending 
CBI chapel, Dennis’ teaching at CBI, outreach and 
much more!  Dennis was not scheduled to teach 
during November so during the month we traveled 
the region of Asia on several weekends.  During our 
travels we enjoyed a leadership training seminar, 
learned about intern training programs, met with the 
saints, and were encouraged as we saw the many 
good works of God’s servants.  We also enjoyed a 

weekend of rest and relaxation at Koh Russei (Bamboo Island).  This island is located near Sihanoukville and 
offers simple wooden bungalows overlooking the ocean, a secluded beach with beautiful sunsets and a chill out, 
no hassle atmosphere.  The quiet time was reenergizing and we returned to the city refreshed. 

 

With all of our weekend travels we 
had not had the opportunity to visit the 
countryside.  Gratefully, before the end of 
the month we were able to join a group 
going to the village of Krang Dong.  One of 
our graduates from CBI and his wife are 
leading the church planting effort there.  
Sothea led us in joyful singing, prayer, the 
Lord’s Supper, and a great lesson.  

Afterwards, we fellowshipped with the locals, helped with some of their medical needs 
and played with the many children prior to heading back to the city.  Please join us in prayer for this village work. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us in joyful praise to the Lord for more Kingdom growth.  We are thrilled to share the news 
that the remaining four students at CBI have now been baptized!  Many people and much teaching went into 
their spiritual development.  We lift up prayers of thanksgiving as we see leaders developing, gaining more 
knowledge, being firmly rooted in the word and falling more deeply in love with Jesus. 
 

Thanksgiving was a sweet blessing as we gathered with the missionaries for a feast of food.  The pitch-
in offered a wide selection of dishes from traditional foods to some great Asian cuisine.  We have so much to be 
grateful for.  Thank you Father for your overwhelmingly abundant blessings! 
 

Many of you know we have gone to several Khmer weddings.  At the end of November we 
were invited to yet another…the wedding of our landlord’s daughter.  We have been actively building a 
relationship with this family, sharing in family meals and gatherings.  The family included us in all the events and 
explained many of the ceremonial rituals!  Traditional Khmer wedding ceremonies are filled with color and 
festivity; as well as steeped in tradition.  Musicians play throughout the day on traditional instruments, and the 
couple is dressed like royalty.  It is not uncommon for the bride and groom to change their outfits many times.  
The wedding ceremony shows many cultural roots.  We observed the couple performing rituals to seek the favor 
of family ancestors, Chinese ancestors, Buddha, and Brahma, petitioning them for blessings on their union.  It 
seems as though they sought to avoid the possibility of a curse from any idol or spirit to whom they give power.  
As we continue to reach out to them with salt and light, we ask you to join us as we pray that their hearts will be 
softened, and that they will desire to know the truth. 
 

This is an extra special time of year when we are reminded of the many blessings God has given us.  
One of those, for which we give thanks, is YOU!!!  Praise God for people like you.  May your home be filled with 
the warmth of His presence, the blessing of His peace, and the gifts of His joy as you reflect on all He has given. 
 

“I thank my God every in all my 

remembrance of you” Philippians 1:3 
 

Eternal love & blessings, 
Dennis & Sharon 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
JesusServant4U@yahoo.com 


