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Furlough, month 3 
 

Our dearest family and friends you have once again 
overwhelmed us with your gracious hospitality, love, 
encouragements and prayers.  We had no idea when we 
departed Cambodia it would be three months before we 
returned.  During our struggles, sadness and joy you 
embraced us with your kindness.  We are eternally grateful! 

This year’s furlough had taken us coast 
to coast, from WA to MA.  We were 
blessed to visit many more places as we 
completed the last four weeks of our 
furlough.  When we returned from our 
mission trip to MA with Keller church, 

and after a quick overnight stay with the Carmans in DFW, 
we were on our way to Lubbock.  During our time of going 
to Sunset International Bible Institute we were giving so 
much as we prepared to leave America behind.  While 
attending SIBI we worshiped with the Sunset church and 
were blessed by a Bible class filled with devoted servants of 
the Lord.  More than once they have financially given of 
themselves to the Lord’s work in Cambodia.  It was our 
strong desire to meet with them again and say thanks.  Our 
dear friends Bob and Sandy Jackson open their home to us 
and graciously abided all our comings and goings.  They also 
hosted a sweet reunion of some of our SIBI classmates who 
still live in the area.  In addition, we enjoyed a Fourth of July 
party with our fellow cavers from Lubbock.  Our brief time 
with all these precious souls brought us much joy. 

Then it was back to DFW to stay with the Hamrics in Keller.  
Alicia has become our right arm in America as she serves 
the Lord as our liaison with the Keller church.  Thanks again 
Alicia, Gerald and Ava!   

Next, we drove to Kingsland, TX and stayed with the 
Millers.  Cary and Brenda’s warm hospitality and the 
tranquil atmosphere of their home, located at Lake LBJ, 

allowed us a great time of rest and relaxation.  In the past 
we would have been out on the jet skis or on the boat, but 
this trip we just enjoyed taking it easy!   During our visit we 
met with the saints at the Highland Lakes church, shared a 
slideshow presentation and discussed the Lord’s work in 
Cambodia.  We are grateful for the love this congregation 
gives us and for their partnering with us as we share the 
Gospel to the people in Cambodia.   

From there we drove to Mt. Ida, AR.  Seeing the poverty 
while traveling in rural Arkansas reminded us a little of 
Cambodia.  Sharon’s sister, Charlee and David Kimball live 
deep in the woods bordered by National Forest on two 
sides.  The beauty of God’s creation abounds!  We didn’t 
see any bears or snakes, just lots of deer.  But, ticks and 
chiggers sought us as a snack.  Thanks Sis and Dave for our 
cherished time together, the great food and the fun 
shopping in Hot Springs.  Your encouragements have really 
made a difference! 

On our way 
back to Keller 
we enjoyed an 
all too short 
stay with the 

Detherages.  
Sandy and 
Cindy have 
been a huge 
part of our 

walk with the 
Lord and in service to Him.  Thanks guys for your love and 
support.  They took us to one of Dennis’ favorite dining 
spots, the Cheesecake Factory.  A good time was had by all 
as we shared treasured memories, built new ones and 
feasted on great food.  Special thanks to Hilda Carman for 
loaning us her car for three weeks and many miles.   



Back in Keller our final days were filled with appointments, 
packing and gathering with as many loved 

ones as time 
would allow.  
Our precious 
friends David 
and Sharry 
Lanier are 
great at 
opening their 
home to us 

and 
overwhelm 
us with 
their giving 
servant 
spirits and 
hospitality.  
Sunday 
evening Dennis gave a moving presentation regarding the 
mission on which Keller sent us.  Thank you Keller for 
embracing and supporting us as we submitted to God’s 
calling, a call which has changed our lives!  We are grateful 
for the leadership and oversight you have provided us.  We 
had a small window of time, so we took this opportunity to 
visit some additional classmates from SIBI, Ozzy and Jenifer 
McDaniel who are now serving the Lord in Kaufman, TX.   
Although our time together was short, we were blessed to 
see them and their beautiful family.  The remainder of our 
time was spent with more of our treasured friends and 
family.  We are so grateful to all those who gave to the 
poor children in Cambodia, prepared yummy food, took us 
out to eat and sent many wonderful goodies back home 
with us.  We cherish our relationships with each of you. 

After saying 
goodbye to 
Keller we 
flew to 
Sacramento, 

CA where 
Nick and 
Carol Smith 
of the 

Central 
church took us to their mountain home near Lake Almanor 
and Mt. Lassen for a couple of days RnR.  Although it was 
near 100 degrees in Keller and Stockton, we hiked through 
snow in Mt. Lassen NP to a gorgeous emerald lake with 
floating ice.  Very early Sunday morning we returned to 

Stockton where Sharon made a presentation to the children 
and Dennis to the adults.   Sunday evening we met with the 
elder at 
Mariposa 
Avenue 
church in 
Citrus 
Heights, 
CA.  While 
staying in 
Stockton, 
we enjoyed 
the 
hospitality of Paul and Bobbie Covey.  Thank you for your 
selflessness in giving up your “master suite.”  You went 
over and beyond and gave us much more than we deserve!  
We also appreciate all the effort you put into hosting the 
mission committee gathering and family get-together.  Our 
time with the Central church was wonderful.  You continue 
to touch our hearts with your love and kindness.  Then it 
was “D” day, Departure day. Wednesday after midnight we 
boarded the plane for the trip home – Cambodia here we 
come!  Special thanks to Nick Smith for his late night trip 
taking us to the airport. 

We are filled with zeal and eager to get back home.  The 
future holds much excitement as we anticipate how God 
will use us.  We could not do it without you!  Thank you!!!   

Eternal love & blessings in Christ 
Dennis & Sharon 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
JesusServant4U@yahoo.com 
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