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In this report: 
 Worshipping in Ho Chi Minh  
 Nutrition Program Staff Retreat 
 Teaching in Hanoi, Vietnam 
 Tragedy in Phnom Penh 
 Cambodia Bible Institute 
 Thanksgiving 

 

Happy Holidays our dearest friends and 
family!  We continue to see how blessed we 
are as we experience the love, peace and 

comfort of our Lord and Savior.  We send this 
greeting with a wish that you also realize 

how cherished you are.  Your life is a gift to 
those around you, and you bless all who know you by your 
hearts and deeds.  Thank you for being all that you are and 
for doing all that you do!  We pray you take time everyday 
to see the blessings all around you, and know in the 
deepest spaces of your being that you are loved.  “Thanks 

be to God for his inexpressible gift!” 2 Corinthians 9:15 

 
It’s amazing how quickly the year has come and gone.  This 
month kept us busy as usual with our language studies, 
trips to the countryside, reaching out and meeting with the 
Cambodians, travels and preparing for teaching classes at 
CBI.  Furthermore, we had so many activities planned we 
found ourselves often having to part ways in order to meet 
specific needs. 

 
During November, 
we traveled to Ho 
Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam to visit 
the McDonoughs, 
see the city and 
worship with the 
church.  The city 

is much more modern than we had expected with many 
parks and beautiful landscaping along the roads.  It 
reminded us a bit of what little we saw of Beijing, China last 
year. 
The Sunday prior to our visit, the church had been harassed 
by some low-level officials resulting in much tension among 
the brethren.  Higher officials stepped in and confirmed the 
church was “legal” to meet.  Our Sunday with them was a 
delight as about 35 brethren assembled to worship and 
praise God.  Among the visitors was a government official 
who seemed genuinely pleased with what he experienced. 

(cf. Acts 2:47).  Please pray the Word touched his heart and 
that his faith will grow as will this persecuted church. 

 

Sharon joined Troy 
& Tabitha Snowbarger and the staff of the Nutritional 
Feeding Program for a four-day retreat, traveling to the 
province of Mondul Kiri, approximately six hours Northeast 
of Phnom Penh.  Unfortunately, to all our disappointment, 
Dennis was not able to join us (see more info below).  With 
our recent announcement of overseeing the Nutrition 
Program once Troy and Tabitha return to the States, this 
was a perfect opportunity for each of us to be proactive, 
pulling together for the common good of the Cambodian 
people and working together as a team!  Many goals and 
ideas were shared regarding the future success and growth 
for the program and recognizing the need for aligning 
people and systems within the program.  The countryside 
was absolutely beautiful and we enjoyed our time together 
making new plans, encouraging 
one another, working together, 
playing, camping, and even 
riding elephants!  “May the 

God of endurance and 

encouragement grant you to 

live in such harmony with one 

another, in accord with Christ 

Jesus, that together you may 

with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” Romans 15:5-6      
   
While Sharon was joining the retreat, Tawn, CBI teacher 
and translator, his wife, Navy, and Dennis flew to Hanoi, 
Vietnam to encourage a brother (the only one we know of 
in that huge city) and teach others.  Staying nearby, we 
spent hours teaching two Cambodian men and eight 
Vietnamese women about God’s power, love and Son.  We 
know that the gospel is God’s power at work in people so 
we are confident their faith and understanding grew 
significantly while we were there.  Now, our brother has 
taken to task the pleasure of further teaching with the aid 
of some resources we left behind.  Please pray that he will 



be effective and their hearts will be fully opened to receive 
the life-saving good news about Jesus Christ. 
 

Many of you are aware of 
the recent tragedy of the 
stampede during the 
Khmer Water Festival.  
Many lives were claimed 
and the country is filled 
with sadness and pain 
over this horrible event.  
A swaying bridge loaded 
with thousands of people 
sparked mass panic and 
set off a raging 
stampede.  In their fear 
that the bridge was 
collapsing, they tried to 

run and about 350 people were killed and many more were 
injured.  Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, was declared as a day 
of mourning.  Many gathered at the narrow bridge where 
thousands of festival-goers panicked, lighting candles and 
incense and making offerings to appease the spirits of those 
killed, living in fear of ghosts coming to haunt them.  We 
pray God will use us as we reach out to those hurting and 
show them the love of Jesus and the great hope we have by 
trusting in Him!  “Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 

comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we 

may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with 

the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by 

God.”  2 Corinthians 1:3-4   
 
Dennis is teaching again at the Cambodia Bible Institute.  
His class this term is the Twelve Minor Prophets and there 
are nineteen students in the class.  It is so powerful for all 
of us see the beautiful heart of God revealed in the words 
these prophets recorded for our benefit (cf. Ro 15:4; 2Pe 
1:19).  God clearly shows us His desire for our holiness, 
purity and mercy on the poor and needy.  We pray our 
efforts to feed, clothe and otherwise help children and 
families in the countryside of Cambodia are exactly the 
heart of God the Israelites had forgotten.  We are 

overjoyed you have partnered with us to remember these 
precious souls.  Please pray the Word of God is sinking deep 
within the hearts of these vibrant young students at CBI 
who will be tomorrow’s leaders in the Cambodia church. 
 
Since the traditional U.S. Thanksgiving Day is a normal work 
day in Cambodia, all the American missionaries joined 
together on Saturday to celebrate a huge thanksgiving feast 
together.  We were overwhelmed by all the dishes and 
yummy desserts.  After several hours of sweet fellowship, 
we parted company filled with love and good food.  God 
has really blessed His church in Cambodia with some fine 
American servants of His Word to help this church grow 
and mature.  We are honored to work alongside each one.  
Please pray for these workers to be effective in their various 
efforts to serve the Lord, the church and their 
sponsors/supporters in the U.S. 

As you reflect on the blessings of 2010 and look forward to 
what the Lord has in store for 2011, we pray your thoughts 
bring to mind what matters most – faith, family and the 
friends that bless our lives.  “And whatever you do, in word 

or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.”  Colossians 3:17  

Eternal Love  
& Blessings in Christ, 
Dennis & Sharon 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
JesusServant4U@yahoo.com 
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